[Carcinoid tumors of the cecal appendix].
The authors evaluate the incidence of carcinoid tumours out of a total of 2478 appendectomies performed between January 1984 and December 1991 at Treviglio Hospital. Histological tests, routinely performed on all appendixes removed, have revealed an incidence of 0.56% of this disease. Lesions are clinically silent in all cases. In fact, the finding of a carcinoid tumour was coincidental in 12 patients undergoing appendectomy for symptoms of appendicitis, and in two cases in which appendectomy was initially performed during the course of hysterectomy. Eleven cases were histologically of the classical type, including one with a "balloon cell" variant. Lastly, three cases were tubular type adenocarcinoids. In all cases treatment took the form of simple appendectomy. Follow-up studies are still in progress which have enabled the recidivation of neoplasia to be excluded in all patients, even 11 years after treatment.